
Bute Community Emergency Plan 
Useful Information in case of Severe Weather  

Part 1- Be Prepared 
 

Following the storms and major power outage on Bute in January 2012 Bute Community Council 
prepared the Bute Community Emergency Plan. In the event of an Emergency being declared by 
the Police whether due to flooding, storms and power outage, cold weather and snow or other 
cause, the Emergency Plan would be implemented.  

This would be done by the Community Emergency Manager, Ronnie Falconer, assisted by 6 
Team Leaders each covering a designated area of Bute and able to draw on resources 
comprising up to around 70 Community Emergency Volunteers. The Isle of Bute Resilience 
Team, an independent group of around 25 trained volunteers is also on hand to assist the 
emergency services and would provide additional support. They are also able to assist during 
severe weather even if an Emergency is not declared. 

But what can you do now to be better prepared should severe weather strike this winter? The 
‘Ready Scotland’ website www.readyscotland.org has a lot of useful guidance including a 
Severe Weather section. The Bute Community Emergency Plan also contains much useful 
information to help be better prepared for an Emergency or better able to manage during an 
Emergency. The Plan is available at Rothesay Library or can be downloaded from the Bute 
Community Council website www.community-council.org.uk/bute in the Library Section under 
Emergency Planning. Some key information drawn from both these sources is summarised 
below. 

How to Be Better Prepared 
• Gather a Household Emergency Kit and keep in a waterproof bag - this should for example 

include a list of important numbers (Argyll and Bute contact numbers, doctor, school, insurance, 
utilities etc and an Emergency contact person); a torch and a radio (both wind-up if possible); 
phone charger; essential medication; 3 days supply of bottled water and non-perishable food; 
important documents; small first aid kit; spare keys; spare glasses; pencil and paper; a 
penknife and a whistle. 

• Take head of weather warnings on TV and radio and flood alerts and warnings from SEPA 
(you can sign up for free flood warnings by calling Floodline on 0345 988 1188 or visiting 
www.floodlinescotland.org.uk). 

• Contact your energy supplier and let them know if you have a disability or depend on power 
for medical or mobility equipment; are visually impaired or have hearing difficulties; you are of 
state pensionable age, you have children under 5 or you have other specific requirements. 

• Keep your mobile phone, tablet, laptop etc charged. 

What to Do During an Emergency 
• If safe to do so, check on vulnerable neighbours or relatives. 

http://www.readyscotland.org


• Listen in to Bute Island Radio (96.5FM) / BBC Radio Scotland for Emergency messages and 
weather updates (important messages would also be displayed at Bute Advice Centre in 
Bishop Street). 

• If you have to go out make sure someone at home knows your route and when you expect to 
return. 

• If you lose power, call 105 - its free of charge and will put you through to your local network 
operator who can give you help and advice.   

• If you are told to or need to evacuate (and if it's safe and time permits) turn off the water and 
electricity, grab your emergency kit, and secure your premises. In an Emergency the primary 
rest centre would be at Rothesay Joint Campus but others might also be established 
depending on the nature and extent of the Emergency. 

Useful Contact Numbers (Nov18) 
• Argyll and Bute Council 01546 605522 
• Police Scotland 101 
• NHS 24 111 
• SEPA Floodline 0845 988 1188 
• Scottish Water 0845 601 8855 
• Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks 0800 300 999 
• Scottish Gas Networks 0800 912 1700 

How to Help 
If you would like to be an Emergency Plan Volunteer just call in at Bute Advice Centre in Bishop 
Street to obtain a registration form or download a copy from Bute Community Council website at   
http://s3.spanglefish.com/s/19995/documents/emergency%20planning/comemvolreg%20(ver2).pdf 
or call Ronnie Falconer on 07771 977 338. If you would like to join the Isle of Bute Resilience Team 
just email buteresilience@gmail.com. 

This Information Sheet has provided some general information and guidance on how to be better 
prepared and what to do in the event of severe weather or other emergency. The types of severe 
weather emergency that Bute is most likely to encounter is Storms, Cold Weather and Power 
Cuts; also Flooding due to a high surge tide or exceptionally heavy rainfall. Parts 2 and 3 provide 
further information and guidance relating to these specific severe weather hazards. 

Note: The above Information is believed to be current as of November 2018. 

http://readyscotland.org/at-home/emergency-kit-checklist/
http://s3.spanglefish.com/s/19995/documents/emergency%20planning/comemvolreg%20(ver2).pdf

